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#IF13: Rafael Lozano-Hemmer ‘Art is not
about communication; it’'s about
communion’

by Melissa Chipman

Rafael Lozano-Hemmer, "Body Movies, Relational Architecture 6", 2001. Shown here: Ars
Electronica Festival, Linz, Austria, 2002. Photo by: Antimodular Research.

One of the problems with trying to talk about the visual and performance artists that present at
|deaFestival is that their presentations are so visual and experiential. It's hard to convey the
reaction of an audience to the things that they experience as a group.

Rafael Lozano-Hemmer's art defies narrative explanation, for the most part. He creates interactive
art pieces for grand public areas. Some of his smaller pieces are currently installed in the 21¢
Museum Hotel. Go and experience them for yourself.
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From the |IF Blog:

Rafael Lozano-Hemmer

see this

Body Movies by Rafael Lozano-Hemmer (2
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Lozano-Hemmer's installations hover at the intersection between technology and art. Perhaps the
most interesting part of his projects is that he very often uses technology used for surveillance
(sensors, hidden cameras, motion detectors) to create connection and intimacy between the
viewers and participants.

The viewers become the “content” of his artwork by being captured by his cameras or projectors.

Lorenzo-Hemmer says that when it is hard to persuade a city planner to understand how an
interactive art piece can create community and connection, he compares it to a public fountain.
Everyone understands fountains.

When an audience member asked him about what he was trying to "communicate” with his art, he
said, “| don't want to be a jerk... is that a bad word to say?" He went on to explain that art was not
about communication, that it was was about communion. Art is inexplicable, he said. It'a about joy.
“I don't want to impose stories on anyone,” he said.

Later in the day, Kris Kimmel said that that was the best definition of art he’d ever heard.

Art is useless, but not worthless @errafael #I1F13

— |dea Fest Manual (@|FManual_14) September 27, 2013
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